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in,all ages produced more important social effects that
must be considered in a later chapter.

Two other instincts of considerable social importance
demand a brief mention. The impulse to collect and
hoard various objects is displayed in one way or another
by almost all human beings, and seems to be due to a
true instinct; it is manifested by many animals in the
blind, unintelligent manner that is characteristic of crude
instinct. And, like other instinctive impulses of man,
it is liable to become morbidly exaggerated, when it
appears, in a mild form, as the collecting mania and,
in greater excess, as miserliness and kleptomania. Like
other instincts, it ripens naturally and comes into play
independently of all training. Statistical inquiry among
large numbers of children has shown that very few attain
adult life without having made a collection of objects of
one kind or another, usually without any definite purpose ;
such collecting is no doubt primarily due to the ripening
of an instinct of acquisition.

We seem to be justified in assuming in man an instinct
of construction. The playful activities of children seem
to be in part determined by its impulse; and in most
civilised adults it still survives, though but little scope
is allowed it by the circumstances of the majority. For
most of us the satisfaction of having actually made some-
thing is very real, quite apart from the value or usefulness
of the thing made. And the simple desire to make some-
thing, rooted in this instinct, is probably a contributing
motive to all human constructions from a mud-pie to a
metaphysical system or a code of laws.

The instincts enumerated above, together with a
number of minor instincts, such as those that prompt
to crawling and walking, are, I think, all that we can
recognise with certainty in the constitution of the human
mind. Lightly to postulate an indefinite number and
variety of human instincts is a cheap and easy way to
solve psychological problems, and is an error hardly less
serious and less common than the opposite error of ignor-
ing all the instincts. How often do we not hear of the
religious instinct! Renan asserted that the religious